	
  

	
  

	
  

Press Release – For press use only

NN IP enhances ESG integration edge by adding extensive
environmental insights
28 March 2016 - NN Investment Partners (NN IP) ensures that investment decisions are
based on the best available information on carbon, waste and water by partnering with
the leading service provider in the market, South Pole Group. This pioneering step allows
NN IP to gain accurate insights across all asset classes into the emissions intensity of
companies and to meet the most detailed information requirements posed by clients.
Climate change and an overexploitation of natural resources are likely to have an impact on
companies around the world. Companies that are able to use resources efficiently are less likely
to experience negative shocks due to resource scarcity, and are more likely to outperform
inefficient peers in the event of new government legislation. By tailoring South Pole Group’s
portfolio screening tool to NN IP’s specific requirements, NN IP is now better able to identify
these companies and related risks and opportunities.
Jeroen Bos, Head of Equity Specialties at NN Investment Partners, commented: “We have
a fiduciary duty towards our clients to invest in our client’s best interests. Sound investment
decisions start with having the right information. The solution provided by South Pole Group
provides an important add-on to the other ESG information on companies and countries that we
have from other partners, brokers and proprietary internal research. Moreover, this tool allows
us to further enhance the quality of our investment decisions as it provides wide-spread
coverage of companies on Scope 1, 2 and 3* emissions as well as other environmental data
such as water and waste.”
NN IP is committed to investing responsibly and meeting clients’ growing demand for products
that generate solid financial returns while minimizing social and environmental risks. NN IP’s
ongoing goal is to have more comprehensive insight into the risks and opportunities that the
companies and countries that they invest in are facing. To fully understand how resourceintensive companies and countries are, the most comprehensive carbon emissions data is
required.
Alex Zuiderwijk, Senior Portfolio Manager Sustainable Investments, at NN Investment
Partners commented: “By adding this environmental screening tool to our investment process,
we are able to gain a complete overview of our investments’ carbon emissions across Scopes
1, 2 and 3 – beyond the current market standard scope of 1 and 2. The availability of reliable
data on water and waste allows us to enrich our environmental risk framework to account for
additional natural capital indicators. Also, we are better able to provide on-demand ESGreporting to our clients and to meet current and future information needs.”
“Understanding the carbon and climate exposure of portfolios is slowly becoming a
housekeeping item within the financial industry, but the true leaders will be the ones who build

NN	
  Investment	
  Partners	
  |	
  Press	
  Release	
  
	
  

1	
  

	
  

For	
  press	
  use	
  only	
  
	
  

their actions on the most reliable, comprehensive carbon and environmental data”, emphasises
Maximilian Horster, Partner, Financial Industry, South Pole Group.
### ENDS ###
Notes to editors
*Scope 1 are also referred to as Direct GHG, and are defined as ‘emissions from sources that
are owned or controlled by the organization’. Scope 2 are also referred to as Energy Indirect
GHG, and are defined as ‘emissions from the consumption of purchased electricity, steam, or
other sources of energy (e.g. chilled water) generated upstream from the organization’. Scope 3
are also referred to as Other Indirect GHG, and are defined as ‘emissions that are a
consequence of the operations of an organization, but are not directly owned or controlled by
the organization’. Scope 3 includes a number of different sources of GHG including employee
commuting, business travel, third-party distribution and logistics, production of purchased
goods, emissions from the use of sold products, and several more. Source: ghgprotocol
Press contacts:
Caroline Wroblewski
T: +31 70 378 1281
M: +31 6 30485111
E: caroline.wroblewski@nnip.com
Marlie Zuidgeest
T : +31 70 379 1314
M : +31 6 21494952
E : marlie.zuidgeest@nnip.com
Nadia Kahkonen
E: n.kahkonen@thesouthpolegroup.com
About South Pole Group
South Pole Group is one of the world's leading sustainability solution providers, measuring and
reducing climate impact for its clients. Headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland, with 16 offices
around the globe and over 180 climate change professionals. With the largest and deepest
coverage of high-quality company GHG information in its proprietary database, South Pole
Group has screened over USD 2 trillion worth of assets under management for their climate
impact. The company pioneered high volume portfolio carbon screening that is now available on
Bloomberg terminals (APPS CARBON), YourSRI.com and CleanCapitalist.com. South Pole
Group has been a strong contributor to the Montreal Carbon Pledge (www.montrealpledge.org).
For more information, visit www.thesouthpolegroup.com
About NN Investment Partners
NN Investment Partners is the asset manager of NN Group N.V., a publicly traded company
listed on Euronext Amsterdam. NN Investment Partners is head-quartered in The Hague, The
Netherlands. NN Investment Partners in aggregate manages approximately EUR 195 bln* (USD
205 bln*) in assets for institutions and individual investors worldwide. NN Investment Partners
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employs over 1,000 staff and is active in 15 countries across Europe, U.S., Latin America, Asia
and Middle East. NN Investment Partners is part of NN Group N.V., a publicly traded
corporation. (* Figures as of 31 December 2016.)
Disclaimer
The elements contained in this document have been prepared solely for the purpose of information and do not
constitute an offer, in particular a prospectus or any invitation to treat, buy or sell any security or to participate
in any trading strategy. This document is intended for press use only. While particular attention has been paid
to the contents of this document, no guarantee, warranty or representation, express or implied, is given to the
accuracy, correctness or completeness thereof. Any information given in this document may be subject to
change or update without notice. Neither NN Investment Partners B.V., NN Investment Partners Holdings N.V.
nor any other company or unit belonging to the NN Group, nor any of its officers, directors or employees can be
held directly or indirectly liable or responsible with respect to the information and/or recommendations of any
kind expressed herein. The information contained in this document cannot be understood as provision of
investment services. If you wish to obtain investment services, please contact our office for advice. Use of the
information contained in this document is solely at your risk. Investment sustains risk. Please note that the
value of your investment may rise or fall and also that past performance is not indicative of future results and
shall in no event be deemed as such. This document is not intended and may not be used to solicit sales of
investments or subscription of securities in countries where this is prohibited by the relevant authorities or
legislation. Any claims arising out of or in connection with the terms and conditions of this disclaimer are
governed by Dutch law
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